
   

JUNE 2021 
  

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 

Dear Old Stamfordian 

The June Update generally includes reports of the Annual Old Stamfordian Reunion, but 

unfortunately as you are all aware we were unable to hold this event this year. 

  

There are however a number of events planned for the remainder of this calendar year where 

it will be possible to enjoy Old Stamfordian fellowship and friendship: 

• Old Stamfordian Golfing Society @ Burghley Park Golf Club 27 August 2021 

• Annual Autumn Reunion Lunch @ Boston 18 September 2021 

• Old Stamfordian Golfing Society @ Luffenham Heath on 9 October 2021 

• London Old Stamfordian Dinner @ the RAF Club, W1J 7PY on 10 November 2021  

• Old Stamfordian Get Together 20 November 2021  

https://www.stamfordschools.org.uk/stamford-community/old-stamfordians/


 

The holding of all of these events is subject to Government Guidelines in place at the time of 

the event, but we can be cautiously optimistic that we will be able to go ahead. I commend 

each of these events to you and hope that the Old Stamfordian Club will be able to welcome 

you to one or more of the events. 

  

Looking ahead into 2022 please mark your diaries with the weekend of the 2022 Reunion - 10 

June 2022 to 12 June 2022. 

 

Simon Richardson (OS 84), and John Smith (OS 70), together with our Year Group 

Representatives, stand ready to ensure a truly special event. This will be the first Reunion 

since 2019, so let us make it memorable! If you would like to become a Year Group Rep, or for 

further information, please contact Simon. 

  

With thanks in anticipation for the support, 

Phillip Hoskins 

Chairman 

07889980058 

 

NEWS 

 

John Cartwright (OS 53) organised a dinner for Old Stamfordians of his era which took place 

at Burghley Park Golf Club on 12 June 2021. 

 

John writes as follows: 

After our Dinner had to be cancelled in 2020 because of the virus pandemic, we were 

successful in holding it this year on Saturday evening 12th June at Burghley Park Golf Club. 

This was despite both the new date and government regulations allowing it being shrouded in 

uncertainty up to the last minute. 

  

We were therefore extremely fortunate that we could do so with all Covid compliant 

requirements in place. The icing on the cake was a warm summer's evening allowing the 

26 attendees including some with wives/partners (all having had their two 'jabs') to enjoy 

initial pre dinner drinks outside and the added benefit of open doors and windows during the 

meal. 

  

mailto:si.richardson@btconnect.com
mailto:philliphoskins@btinternet.com


 

The food and service were excellent and enjoyed by all with David Lees (OS 55) and 

former School chorister leading the singing of the School song. 

  

Thanks go to Tony and Valerie Story for helping so much with the organisation; and to the 

management and staff at the Golf Club for ensuring all safety precautions were in place. 

 

REMINISCENCES 

 

 

Responses to Bartle Frere's Dates 

 

In response to Alistair Sivill's reminiscences last month, Allan Peter Fawcett (OS 60) has 

kindly sent through a full set of dates. 

 

(Click to enlarge images) 
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Colin Wheeler (OS 58) writes: 

Alistair Sivill's message about "Bartle Frere's Dates" resonated well with me, as having had to 

copy out those dates many times during the course of my time at Stamford School (1953 - 58), 

I have an excellent command of dates from 55 BC onwards. Never was a punishment so 

mentally beneficial!   

  

Harvey Clegg (OS 66) writes: 

The writer must have been a ‘good boy’, i.e. never caught. The dates had 70 

entries: Short version for Juniors, and longer for Seniors. Blue paper had to be obtained from 

one’s Housemaster so he was made aware of the sins. I was aware of a black-market 

in Blue paper but I never had the funds.  

 

 

FUTURE EVENTS 

 

Old Stamfordian Autumn Get-Together and AGM 

20 November 2021 

 

In the absence of being able to host a formal Reunion Weekend for 2021, we are pleased to be 

https://mcusercontent.com/21228e573b5fcefe307898aa1/images/b848d392-4152-2e97-296d-980ddec9416f.jpg
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able to announce a one day event for Saturday 20 November 2021 (subject to government 

guidelines). 

 

Booking for this event is now live and you can find schedule of events and ticket information 

here. 

 

Contact: Natalie Pretsell, Community Engagement Manager. 

 

 

Annual Autumn Reunion Lunch @ Boston 

18 September 2021 

Boston and County Club PE21 6RL 

Expressions of interest to Dudley will be greatly appreciated at this stage. 

 

Contacts: Dudley Bryant MBE 

Phillip Hoskins 

07889980058 

 

 

Old Stamfordian Golfing Society 

Friday 27 August 2021                       Meeting @ Burghley Park Golf Club 

Saturday 9 October 2021                  Meeting @ Luffenham Heath  

Contacts: Neil Nottingham (for the Burghley Event) 

Geoff Holyoake (for the Luffenham Heath Event) 

 

 

London Old Stamfordian Dinner - for those who attended Stamford School 

10 November 2021 

RAF Club, 128, Piccadily, London W1J 7PY 

 

Contact: Ian Brassington 

 

https://www.stamfordschools.org.uk/about-stamford/news/events/old-stamfordian-autumn-get-together/
https://www.stamfordschools.org.uk/about-stamford/news/events/old-stamfordian-autumn-get-together/
mailto:npretsell@ses.lincs.sch.uk
mailto:dudleybryant@tory.org
mailto:philliphoskins@btinternet.com
mailto:neilnottingham@hotmail.com
mailto:geoff.holyoake@outlook.com
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Old Stamfordian Reunion Weekend 2022 

Friday 10 June 2022 to Sunday 12 June 2022 

 

Contact: Natalie Pretsell, Community Engagement Manager. 

 

FAREWELLS 

 

 

We are sad to report the passing of two Old Stamfordians and we extend our sympathy to 

their families and friends. 

 

James 'Jim' Hunter (OS 52) 

Jim's nephew, Robert Hunter (OS 88), wrote to inform us on the sad passing of his uncle last 

May in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

  

mailto:npretsell@ses.lincs.sch.uk


 

His family writes: 

James Hunter OS 52 

23 August 1934 - 10 May 2020 

 

News of the sad passing of James (Jim) Hunter last May 2020 in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

After spending his early childhood in Edinburgh Jim’s family moved to Stamford in 1950 

where he joined Stamford School (the attached group shot shows him in Radcliffe House - 

2nd row from front 4th from left). 

On leaving school in 1952 Jim enlisted in the RAF commencing at RAF Cardington in 

September 1953. He went on to fly a range of military aircraft including some of the early jet 

fighters including the Gloster Meteor.  He eventually moved onto RAF Transport Command 

flying aircraft such as the Bristol Britannia and visited many countries of the world. He 

finished his RAF Career at RAF Linton-on-Ouse as a pilot instructor flying the BAC Jet 

Provost. After leaving the RAF in 1972 he became an airline pilot with British Midland 

Airways flying the Vickers Viscount and later had a stint training pilots on BAC contract for 

the Saudi Arabian Air Force. 

After emigrating with his family to New Zealand in 1977, Jim continued his career in aviation 

becoming an Airline Inspector with the Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand.  As a 

requirement of his job he regularly came to England as he was line-checking NZ airline pilots 

which meant his UK family often saw him - usually in and around Stamford.  Jim also took 

the opportunity to catch up with friends and visit Scotland whenever he could. Later, just 

prior to retirement he was still involved in planes and flying, most notably flying the NZ Post 

in a Fokker Friendship over the stunning South Island of New Zealand. 

Jim was the first in our family to attend Stamford Endowed Schools. Over the years a number 

of boys and girls have followed in his footsteps with one of his brother’s granddaughters 

currently attending Stamford High School and another about to join in September ’21. 

My uncle lived a full and happy life with his wife Shirley, their three sons Alex, Bruce and 

Duncan and four grandchildren. He was greatly loved by his family in the UK. 

 

Martin Bettinson (OS 60)  

 We were notified by Martin's niece Helen that Martin passed away in Australia, his home for 

many years. 



 

  

From the Archivist:  

Martin Bettinson attended Cottesmore Church of England School before being admitted into 

Stamford School in 1955.  He was first in Willoughby House, and then in Ancaster House from 

1957 until he left in 1960. 

 

He appeared in The Seventeenth Highwayman and the Stamfordian Magazine of 1957 writes 

that “he attempted an awkward part with some success, including a good faint”.  He had 

played Junior Rugby, and later joined the Junior Colts XV.  

 

 

As part of our effort to be as accessible as possible. please click here 

to download a PDF of this Update to enlarge as needed. 
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